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{Formerly "Abstract of Sanitary Reports.") 

Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance with act 

of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XI. Washington, D. C, June 12, 1896. No. 24. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
One ease of smallpox in Seattle, Wash. 

Olympia, "Wash., May 28, 1896. 
Sir : A. J. Clark, aged 51, cook, had been in Seattle for several months 
and went to a logging camp about April 6. Feeling ill, he returned to 
Seattle April 25, and diagnosis of smallpox was made April 27. Was 
isolated, and had bedding destroyed ; all exposed persons vaccinated. 
He is now convalescent and no new cases have developed. 
This is the only case that has appeared in this State for years. 

Geo. S. Armstrong, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 

Disinfection of the baggage of all Chinese immigrants arriving on the Pacific 
Coast of the United States and Canada. 

Washington, D. C, April 24, 1896. 

Sir : You are respectfully informed ^that Sanitary Inspector Bldridge, 
Marine-Hospital Service, now stationed at Yokohama, has reported to 
this Bureau that between January 5, 1896, and March 16 there were in 
Hongkong 234 cases and 204 deaths from the plague. Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Arnold, U. S. N., reports a mortality of 95 per cent among 
cases observed by him. The Straits Settlements (Singapore) have estab- 
lished a quarantine against arrivals from Honkong February 27, and 
under date of March 3, 1896, the United States consul at Hongkong 
reports that that city has been affected with an epidemic of plague. 

In view of these facts, it would seem highly important that special 
measures be taken to prevent the introduction of the disease into the 
United States and British Columbia, and I have therefore to recommend 
that all baggage of all Chinese passengers from Hongkong be disinfected 
before landing, and, in order to secure uniformity and minimize the 
danger, that instructions be given to this end to all quarantine officers 
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on the Pacific Coast. Should this recommendation meet with your 
approval, I would suggest that you inform this office by telegraph in 
order that telegraphic instructions may be given to the quarantine offi- 
cers at Port Townsend and San Francisco, it beiDg understood that the 
same instructions will be given by you to the quarantine officers in 
British Columbia. 

Eespectfully, yours, Walter Wyman, 

Supervising Surgeon- General, U. S. M. H. S. 

Dr. Frederick Montizambert, F. E. C. S., 

Montreal, Canada. 

Quebec, Canada, May 1, 1896. 
We are enforcing the disinfection you mention since 9th of April. 

F. Montizambert, M. D. 

Washington, May 1, 1896. 
You are directed to disinfect baggage of all Chinese emigrants land- 
ing at Port Townsend. Same order issued for other ports of coast. 
Disinfection being carried out at ports of British Columbia. 

Wyman, 
Surgeon- General U. S. M. H. S. 
Medical Officer in Command U. S. Quarantine Station, 

Port Townsend, Wash. 



Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-Oeneral United States 
Marine-Hospital Service, May 9, 1896, to June 11, 1896.* 



Places. 


Date. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Remarks. 


Florida: 




1 

1 

50 
2 

1 

8 

1 






Indiana : 








Louisiana: 


May 9-May30, 
May 16-May 30 

May 23 


13 








Ohio: 


1 




Tennessee : 




Washington : 




Case occurred Apr. 27; 
now convalescent. 









* For table of smallpox in the United States, etc., December '. 
Health Reports No. 23. 
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